BISMARCK

hasty expressions opposed to the ministerial policy, then
her Majesty was accustomed to confirm the success she
had obtained by giving utterance to doubts whether the
Emperor would be in a condition to uphold the purpose
or opinion he had expressed * against Bismarck/ When
his Majesty opposed me not from hi.s own conviction, but
as a result of repeated feminine pressure, I could see what
had happened, for his arguments were not to the point
and illogical When he could not find any more argu-
ments against what I said, then he would end the discus-
sion with the expression: * Mi tier Tauscnd, da muss ich
doch schr bitten* (* Oh, conn*, I say! /Avw'). Then I
knew that I had met not the Kmperor, but his wife,

All the opponents belonging to the most different re-
gions, whom during my ]x>litU*n! struggles ! had been
compelled to make in the interest of the public service,
found in their common hatred of me a bond of union
which sometimes was stronger than their mutual antip-
athic^. They made a truce in their feuds in order for
the time to serve the stronger hostility to we, The Km-
press Augusta formed the point about which their agree-
ment crystallised; her temperament when it wan a matter
of getting her way did not always observe the limits re-
quired by regard for the age and health of hrr husband,

During the siege of Paris, as often before ami after-
wards, the Emperor had often to suffer in the struggle
between his understanding and his feeling of duty an a
King on one side, and the requirements of domestic peace
and female assent to his policy on the other. His chival-
rous feeling towards his wife, his mystical feeling towards
the crowned Queen, his sensitiveness to interruptions in
his domestic life and his daily habits, put obstacles in my
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